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distance rates and become competitive, maybe in the long run
our local rates will be driven higher and I think that' s one
of the big questions and I d on't think t hat a n yone h as
exactly the answer. I know I certainly d on' t , b u t I see
this, I know companies in my own local area which is served
by Northwestern Bell. I can name several companies, truck
lines and s o on, that are now circumventing the long
d istance se r v i ce a n d unless companie s ar e al lowed t o be
competitive. I, too support Senator Schmit's amendment
which w i l l be comi n g up on l y I woul d h ave go n e one st ep
further and where it calls for a 2 pescent on the l a r g e r
=ompanies, I may offer an amendment for 1 percent which
would call for a rate review.

PRESIDENT: T h e motion is the adoption of the committee
amendments which Senator Schmit has : e-ec t e d b e n o t ad op t e d .
Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President, I ' d j u st like to take a few
minutes here in closing and point ou. that not even the
supporters of the committee amendments, I think...

PRESIDENT: Sen a to r , t h er e is cne other before you in case
you are c l o si n g .

SENATOR SCHMIT: I'm not...well then, I ' l l not b e c l o s i n g ,
I ' l l j u st sp e a k o n my r u m .

PRESIDENT: Al l r i gh t .

SENATOR SCHMIT: Ok a y , I ' d j u s t l ak e tc say that even those
legislators who voted in support of the committee amendments
find that those committee amendments are not acceptable at
this time. A s Senator N elson pointed o ut, the bill i s
extremely complex. The impact upon the c itizens of the
S tate o f Neb r as k a a n d upon bus i n es s and i ndu s t r y i s ve r y
defi n i t e a n d ce r t a i n l y wi l l h ave an impact far greater than
many of t h e b i l l s we wi l l enact into law here during this
legislative sess=on. You know it's interesting that we will
debate for hours the impact of a bill wh ch might increase
t axes by 100 , 0 0 0 or pe r ha p s save yo u a mi l l i on do l l ar s .
This bill, if enacted as p .oposed by Senator DeCamp, wil l i n
fact increase telephone charges substantially. I t h i nk w e
recogn=ze tha . I think we r ecognxze a l so , an d Serato r
DeCamp will be quick to point out, bus=ness xs entitled to a
fair rate of re=urn on tneir investment. h ave a l w ay s b e e n
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